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the pagan Lombards, who in the latter part of the sixth
century had established a great power in Northern Italy, the
successors of St. Peter appealed to the Prankish Kings to
come to the succour of Holy Church. As good Catholics
the Franks responded. The Lombards could offer little
resistance, and in 752, Pepin, King of the Franks, bestowed
upon the Bishop of Rome the Exarchate of Ravenna, the
last remnant of the Imperial patrimony in Italy. Thus did
the Bishop of Rome become an Italian Prince: thus were
laid the foundations of the Temporal Power. In return,
King Pepin received the title of Patrician at the hands of a
grateful Pope.

A still higher honour was reserved for his son. On
Pepin's death (768) the Lombards renewed their attacks
upon the Papal possessions. Again the Pope appealed for
protection to the Franks. Again the Frankish King responded.
Charlemagne, Pepin's son and successor, swept down upon
the North Italian plain (773), blockaded the Lombard King
in Pavia, and forced him to surrender. He then annexed
Lombardy to his Empire and assumed the Lombard Crown.
For a quarter of a century Italy had peace. But in 797 strife
broke out between the new Pope Leo HI (795-816) and the
nobles in Rome; the Pope fled and took refuge with Charle-
magne, King of the Lombards and Franks. Charlemagne
marched without resistance to Rome, held a court of enquiry
into the charges preferred against the Pope, declared him
innocent, and reinstated him in the Papal chair.

The debt thus incurred by the Pope to his powerful pro-
tector was promptly repaid. On Christmas Day, 800, there
took place in St. Peter's a ceremonial of the first historical
importance. The King, having heard Mass, received at the